
Premier’s Message
My Government is continuing our 
investment to ensure a positive 
future for all Queenslanders.

We are committed to work with all to 
ensure we create opportunities for 

our regions and to continue building on the Smart 
State’s strong and stable foundations. 

This Regional Budget Statement outlines the 
Government’s ongoing investment in the Mackay-
Whitsunday region and its delivery on key election 
commitments for 2004-05. 

The Government is meeting the needs of the people 
of Mackay-Whitsunday through these initiatives and 
by improving services, especially in the areas of 
health, employment, education and child safety.

In 2004-05, our Smart State initiatives in education 
and training will enable the region to harness the 
creativity and talent within the community. This 
Statement demonstrates a signifi cant commitment 
to a strong and prosperous Mackay-Whitsunday 
region.

My Government will work with the people of
Mackay-Whitsunday to continue creating 
opportunities for all Queenslanders to grow and 
enjoy a better quality of life.

Peter Beattie MP
Premier and Minister for Trade

Delivering on our election commitments for the 
Mackay-Whitsunday region, the 2004-05 State 
Budget highlights include:

•  $2 million as part of total Government funding of $6 million to begin 
lane widening on the Mackay-Bucasia Road between George Fordyce
Drive and Golf Links roundabout

•  $3.2 million provided as part of $33 million over three years for the 
Queensland Government’s State Sugar Industry Reform Package

•  $1.2 million for improvements to Mackay Base Hospital

•  $148,000 for LiveScan fi ngerprinting technology for the Mackay 
Watchhouse

•  $430,000, including $21,000 for fi t out, for additional toilets at 
Pioneer State High School

•  $339,000, including $31,000 for fi t out, to complete the $659,000 
agricultural science initiative at Sarina State High School

•  $51,000, including $5,000 for fi t out, to commence the $648,000 
practical learning activities project at Bowen State School, to be 
completed in 2005-06

•  $417,000 to establish a Neighbourhood Police Beat at Seaforth

•  $153,000 for the Whitsundays Great Walk.
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