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Regional Hospitals

Redevelopment

Regional Queenslanders will benefit from

$173.3 million for hospital redevelopments in
Cairns, Mackay, Townsville, Rockhampton and
Mt Isa. The total estimated cost is $1.424 billion.

Cairns

e $81.4 million for the $446.3 million Cairns Hospital
redevelopment, delivering an additional 168 beds by
2015.

The redeveloped Cairns Hospital will also provide an
ambulatory cancer care centre, radiation oncology
service, more cardiac care facilities, surgical capacity,
intensive care capacity, birthing and special care
nursery services and aged care and rehabilitation.

Townsville

e $41.2 million in 2014-15 for the $334 million
Queensland and Australian Government funded
Townsville Hospital expansion.

The Townsville Hospital expansion will significantly
expand health services in the Townsville region and
deliver long-term local benefits. It will include an
emergency department, maternity unit, intensive
care unit, neonatal intensive care services, operating
theatres, clinical support and services, pathology
expansion, Townsville Cancer Centre expansion and
Planned Procedure Centre.

Mackay
e $29.4 million for the $408.3 million Mackay Base
Hospital redevelopment.

The Mackay Base Hospital redevelopment will almost
double bed capacity to 318 beds. It will include
emergency and outpatients departments, delivery
suites and special care nursery, an intensive care and
coronary care unit, inpatient surgical and medical
wards, renal support, dental services and a mental
health facility.

Rockhampton

e $13.6 million for the $173.1 million Queensland
and Australian Government funded Rockhampton
Hospital expansion.

The Rockhampton Hospital expansion has included
increasing capacity by 30 beds, four new operating
rooms and support areas, a new eight-level building to
house cancer services, medical officers’ facilities, two
wards and provision for a future intensive care unit.

The Government’s Drought Assistance Package
is a $62 million, two-year package of targeted
assistance for individuals and communities

in drought-affected areas. It provides both
business-related support for landholders and
social welfare services to get families through
tough times.

Rental relief of almost $9 million over the term of
the package includes rebates for land rental and the
waiving of annual water licence fees for drought-
affected landholders and lessees.

$32.75 million is being provided for freight subsidies
and emergency water infrastructure rebates to
support producers and communities. The Australian
Government is providing $13 million over two years
to support the emergency water infrastructure

rebate component of the Queensland Department of
Communities’ Disaster Relief Assistance Scheme.

The Government is providing an additional $1.5 million
to expand mental health support workshops and
additional interventions in drought areas. $5.9 million
will be used to provide information, support, case

management and coordination of community resilience-

building strategies.

Learn more about drought assistance at www.daff.qld.
gov.au/environment/drought/assistance/new-package
or by telephoning 13 QGOV (13 74 68).

For more detail: www.budget.qld.gov.au

This Budget continues to deliver a Strong Plan for a
Brighter Future.

A S I RO N G The 2014-15 Budget carefully balances increases in
education, health and community services spending, while
not introducing or raising any new taxes or reducing services.
Strong choices have to be made so that a brighter future can

B R I ( H I E R be ours; we need to reduce the State’s $80 billion debt and

the annual $4 billion interest bill. This Budget outlines our

plan to secure our finances by making the strongest and
smartest choice to reduce debt so we can sustainably invest in
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the schools, hospitals and infrastructure for the future.

We are making significant progress in restoring our finances,
growing a four pillar economy, revitalising frontline services
and funding infrastructure projects and jobs — with more than
60,000 jobs created in Queensland in the last year. To sustain
this we must reduce debt, so we can truly keep building on our
Strong Plan for a Brighter Future.
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